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A man is thrown in jail for picking up a rope. A student earns one hundred points on his math and

history tests, yet fails both classes. A spider saves a fugitive from a legion of warriors. A farmer buys

a cow, a horse, and a donkey, all with a single ear of corn.... Each of the eighteen stories in this

book is true, technically. But each is also a lie.In his second collection of "true lies" from around the

world, George Shannon challenges young readers to uncover the whole truth. But be careful: a

word with more than one meaning can obscure the facts. And a hidden detail can mean the

difference between honesty and a twisted truth that is, in its essence, a lie.Can you tell the

difference? Can you discover:"What's the truth, the whole truth?And where's the lie?"
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Normally, people take "word play" to mean puns. This 64-page book features 18 tales from far

corners of the earth--Japan, and the Middle East, China, France and Serbia, India and

Africa--offering a different kind of word play. In each one, a central character says something that is

at once the truth and a lie.The last story, for example, tells of four boys in Suriname two of whom

bragged that their respective fathers were the best traders in town. The third, however, smiled and

said that his father had them beat and the fourth boy agreed: He had with one ear of corn

purchased a cow, a horse and a donkey. The father had indeed started with one ear of corn, and

had indeed purchased a cow, a horse and a donkey--but not all at once, as the other boys



supposed. Rather, he had planted the corn ear, sold his crop, bought a cow, sold it and bought a

horse and sold it and bought a donkey.Similarly, another tale speaks of a poet named Mutanabbi

who passed by Zubeida's house one day and decided to return that evening to propose that they be

married. Halfway home, he encountered a handsome young man who was on his way to see

Zubeida, "the most beautiful woman in the city," whom he also wanted to marry. Mutanabbi was

afraid of losing his chance, so he told the young man that he had just moments ago seen Zubeida

kissing a wealthy man. The young man left, feeling lost. After learning that Mutanabbi had married

Zubeida, he accused the former of lying. After all, if Zubeida had really kissed a wealthy man, why

would she have chosen Mutanabbi? Why, the wealthy man she kissed was her father, of

course.Another story features a Muslim holy man on the island of Celebes, who found a dark cave

and crawled inside to escape from warring enemies.
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